The Eucharist 

of Apostles and Evangelists


NAME OF CHURCH

ABOUT THIS SERVICE

Welcome to NAME OF CHURCH and to this Eucharist. In it we recall the last meal of Christ with his friends in the Upper Room, and we recognise him in the breaking of the bread. Although our faith is grounded in history, this service is not a nostalgic looking back to the events of the past: it is a celebration that in the Eucharist Christ is truly present to us now, and a promise of the glory that will be ours when the whole universe is made complete in him. 

The Church is encouraged and enriched by the celebration of its fellowship with saints and heroes through the generations. The Biblical saints hold a special place in the Church’s devotion and worship, and on their festival days, the Eucharist is sung as a special celebration of their life and witness. They are men and women through whom the light of Christ has shone, and who renew in us the sense of God’s holiness. Celebrating the lives of the apostles reminds us that our faith is one passed down through the generations linking us to the first followers of Christ, while our commemoration of the evangelists emphasises the importance for our faith of the written word of Scripture in its witness to the Word of God, Christ himself.

The service falls within the alternatives permitted in ‘Holy Communion Order One’ from Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church of England. Copies of the full text are available for the inspection of the congregation.

All who usually receive Holy Communion in their own church are warmly invited to do so today. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, please bow your head as a signal to the minister.

THE EUCHARIST OF APOSTLES AND EVANGELISTS


The Gathering

The congregation stands to sing the Opening Hymn during which the ministers enter and the altar is honoured with incense.

The president says

In the name of the Father,

and of the Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

All
Amen.

The Greeting

The president greets the people

Grace, mercy and peace

from God our Father

and the Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you

All
and also with you.

From Easter Day to Pentecost this acclamation follows

Alleluia.  Christ is risen.

All
He is risen indeed.  Alleluia.
Words of welcome and introduction may be said.

Prayers of Penitence

The deacon invites the people to confess their sins using these or other suitable words

We run the race set before us,

surrounded by a great cloud of witnesses.

Therefore let us lay aside every weight,

and the sin which clings so closely,

bringing them to Jesus in penitence and faith.

Silence is kept.

Lord Jesus, in your love you invite us to be your friends:

Lord, have mercy.

All
Lord, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, in your joy you choose us to go out and bear fruit:

Christ, have mercy.

All
Christ, have mercy.
Lord Jesus, in your power you send us to be your faithful witnesses:

Lord, have mercy.

All
Lord, have mercy.
The president says

May God our Father forgive you your sins,

and bring you to the fellowship of his table

with his saints for ever.

All
Amen.

The Gloria in excelsis is said or sung

Glory to God in the highest,

All
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,
almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen.

The Collect

The president says or sings

Let us pray

and all remain standing for a period of silent prayer.

The president says or sings the Collect, and all respond

All
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Word

Sit

First Reading

At the end the reader says

This is the word of the Lord.

All
Thanks be to God.

Remain seated

Psalm or Canticle

Stand

The Gradual Hymn is sung.

Gospel Reading

All turn to face the Book of the Gospels.

The following or another suitable acclamation heralds the Gospel reading.

Alleluia, alleluia.

I have called you friends, says the Lord,

for all that I have heard from my Father

I have made known to you.
All
Alleluia.
The deacon says

The Lord be with you

All
and also with you.

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.

All
Glory to you, O Lord.

At the end the deacon says

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

All
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon

At the end of the sermon all remain seated, standing when the president stands.

Prayers of Intercession

The president introduces the prayers of intercession with these or other suitable words

Encouraged by our fellowship with N. and all the saints,

let us make our prayers to the Father through our Lord Jesus Christ.

Kneel

The deacon or another minister leads the intercessions using this or another appropriate form.

Father, your Son called men and women 

to leave the past behind them

and to follow him as his disciples in the way of the cross.

Look with mercy upon those whom he calls today,

marks with the cross

and makes his disciples within the Church...

Lord, have mercy.

All
Christ, have mercy.

Your Son told his disciples not to be afraid

and at Easter breathed on them his gift of peace.

Look with mercy upon the world into which he sent them out,

and give it that peace for which it longs...

Lord, have mercy.

All
Christ, have mercy.

Your Son formed around him a company 

who were no longer servants but friends,

and he called all those who obeyed him 

his brother and sister and mother.

Look with mercy upon our families and friends

and upon the communities in which we share...

Lord, have mercy.

All
Christ, have mercy.

Your Son sent out disciples to preach and heal the sick.

Look with mercy on all those 

who yearn to hear the good news of salvation,

and renew among your people the gifts of healing...

Lord, have mercy.

All
Christ, have mercy.

Your Son promised to those who followed him

that they would sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel,

and would share the banquet of the kingdom.

According to your promise,

look with mercy on those who have walked with Christ in this life

and now have passed through death…

Lord, have mercy.

All
Christ, have mercy.

Let us ask Mary, the Queen of the Saints, to pray for us.

All
Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.


Blessed art thou among women, 


and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.


Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners,


now and at the hour of our death.

At the end of the prayers silence may be kept and the president may say the following or another appropriate collect

Almighty God,

grant that your Church

may faithfully hold and make known

the faith that has come to us through the apostles,

that with them and all your saints

we may inherit the glories of eternal life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All
Amen.

The Liturgy of the Sacrament

Stand

The Peace

The president introduces the Peace with this sentence

We are fellow citizens with the saints and of the household of God,

through Christ our Lord, who came and preached peace


to those who were far off and those who were near.  (Alleluia.)
The president then says

The peace of the Lord be always with you

All
and also with you.

Or during Easter

Alleluia.  The peace of the risen Christ be always with you

All
and also with you.  Alleluia.

The deacon says

Let us offer one another a sign of peace.

All exchange a sign of peace.

Preparation of the Table

Taking of the Bread and Wine

The Offertory Hymn is sung during which the altar is prepared.

The president says

Pray, my brothers and sisters, 

that our sacrifice may be acceptable 

to God the almighty Father.

All
May the Lord accept the sacrifice we offer

for the praise and glory of his name,

for our good, and the good of all his Church.

The president takes the bread and wine and says

Father, accept all we bring before you this day.

Guide us with your love and feed us at your table

as you nourish the faith of the Church

by the preaching of your apostles.

We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All
Amen.
The Eucharistic Prayer

(Prayer E)

The president says or sings

The Lord be with you

All
and also with you.
Lift up your hearts.

All
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All
It is right to give thanks and praise.
It is indeed right and good

that we should give you thanks, praise and glory,

almighty and everlasting God,

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord.

For after his resurrection

he sent out his apostles and evangelists

to preach the gospel to all nations

and to teach us the way of truth.

Himself the chief cornerstone,

he founded his Church upon the apostles

firmly to stand for ever as a sign of your holiness upon earth

and a living witness to all of the way that leads to heaven.

And so with angels and archangels

and with all the company of heaven

we lift our voices and join in their unending hymn of praise:

All
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

All remain standing as the president continues

We praise and bless you, loving Father, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; 

and as we obey his command, 

send your Holy Spirit, 

that broken bread and wine outpoured 

may be for us the body and blood of your dear Son. 

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends 

and, taking bread, he praised you. 

He broke the bread, gave it to them and said: 

Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; 

do this in remembrance of me. 

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. 

Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: 

Drink this, all of you; 

this is my blood of the new covenant, 

which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. 

Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me. 

So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, 

in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice 


made once for all upon the cross. 

Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, 

we proclaim his death and resurrection 

until he comes in glory.

The deacon says or sings

Praise to you, Lord Jesus:

All
Dying you destroyed our death,


rising you restored our life:


Lord Jesus, come in glory.

The Prayer continues

Lord of all life, 

help us to work together for that day 

when your kingdom comes 

and justice and mercy will be seen in all the earth. 

Look with favour on your people, 

gather us in your loving arms 
and bring us with the Blessed Virgin Mary, N. and all the saints 

to feast at your table in heaven. 

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all honour and glory are yours, O loving Father,
for ever and ever.

All
Amen.
All remain standing.

The Lord’s Prayer

The president introduces the Lord’s Prayer in these or other suitable words

Uniting our prayers with N.
and the whole company of heaven,

let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us

All
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name; 

thy kingdom come; 

thy will be done; 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation; 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. 

Amen. 

Breaking of the Bread

The president breaks the consecrated bread.

We break this bread

to share in the body of Christ.

All
Though we are many, we are one body,

because we all share in one bread.

The Agnus Dei is said or sung.

Lamb of God,

All
you take away the sin of the world,

have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world,
grant us peace.

Giving of Communion

The president says the following invitation to communion

God’s holy gifts

for God’s holy people.

All
Jesus Christ is holy,

Jesus Christ is Lord,

to the glory of God the Father.

The president and people receive communion.
At the distribution the minister says

The body of Christ.

The blood of Christ.

The communicant replies each time Amen, and then receives.

Prayer after Communion

At the end of the distribution the president says

Let us pray

Stand

The president says the Post Communion prayer to which all respond

Amen.

The following prayer is said

You have opened to us the Scriptures, O Christ,

All
and you have made yourself known 

in the breaking of the bread.
Abide with us, we pray,
that, blessed by your royal presence,
we may walk with you 
all the days of our life,
and at its end behold you 
in the glory of the eternal Trinity,
one God for ever and ever. 

Amen.
The Dismissal

The final hymn is sung.

	The president says

The Lord be with you

All
and also with you.
	or from Easter Day to Pentecost

Alleluia. Christ is risen.

All
He is risen indeed. Alleluia.


The president uses this or another suitable blessing

May God, 

who kindled the fire of his love in the hearts of the saints,

pour upon you the riches of his grace.

All
Amen.

May he give you joy in their fellowship 

and a share in their praises.

All
Amen.

May he strengthen you to follow them in the way of holiness

and to come to the full radiance of glory.

All
Amen.

And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always.

All
Amen.

	The deacon says

Go in the peace of Christ.

All
Thanks be to God.


	or from Easter Day to Pentecost

Go in the peace of Christ.

Alleluia, alleluia.

All
Thanks be to God. 

Alleluia, alleluia.



The ministers and people depart.

A prayer for private use before the service begins

Almighty God,

to whom all hearts are open,

all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hidden:

cleanse the thoughts of our hearts

by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,

that we may perfectly love you,

and worthily magnify your holy name;

through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

A prayer of preparation before receiving communion

We do not presume

to come to this your table, merciful Lord,

trusting in our own righteousness,

but in your manifold and great mercies.

We are not worthy

so much as to gather up the crumbs under your table.

But you are the same Lord

whose nature is always to have mercy.

Grant us, therefore, gracious Lord,

so to eat the flesh of your dear Son Jesus Christ

and to drink his blood,

that our sinful bodies may be made clean by his body

and our souls washed through his most precious blood,

and that we may evermore dwell in him, and he in us.

Amen.

A prayer for a Saint’s Day

Almighty and everlasting God,

you have kindled the flame of love

in the hearts of the saints.

Grant to us the same faith and power of love,

that, as we rejoice in their triumphs,

we may be sustained by their example and fellowship;

through Christ our Lord.   Amen.

Please do not take this order of service away.
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